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(1) Reiko Abe Auestad received a BA in English and American 
literature from Sophia University, an MA in Japanese literature from the 
University of Wisconsin, and a PhD from the University of Oslo, where 
she currently works as professor. She is the author of Rereading Sōseki: 
Three Early Twentieth Century Japanese Novels, originally published in 
1998; its digital version is available from the CEAS Occasional 
Publication Series at Yale University. She has recently published two 
articles on Sōseki’s Kokoro, and is currently involved with editing 
Japanese and English anthologies of essays on Natsume Sōseki. Her most 
current research project, “Affect and Speech Act in Modern Japanese 
Literature” (working title), examines novels by among others Natsume 
Sōseki, Ōe Kenzaburō, Kirino Natsuo, and Kawakami Mieko. 
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young people’s face-to-face as well as computer-mediated conversational 
interaction. In particular, she is interested in the social and expressive 
aspects of language in interaction and such topics as language and 
emotion, social relations, and identity. She grounds her work in the 
framework of interactional sociolinguistics but makes use of such 
disciplines as (computer-mediated) discourse analysis, anthropology, and 
ethnography. 
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Japan (2013). Her current research project is on the social factors affecting 
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choosing apparently difficult to read names. In addition, she also conducts 
research on the linguistic characteristics of manga, particularly on its 
importance in characterization. 
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doctoral program in Linguistics at the University of Tsukuba. His research 
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as the Executive Vice President of The Korea Association of Foreign 
Languages Education since January 2013. 
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Bonn and East Asian Art History and Japanese Studies at the University 
of Heidelberg. He is now working on his PhD thesis about male civil 
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is associated with the Bonn International Graduate School – Oriental and 
Asian Studies (BIGS OAS), and the Department of Japanese and Korean 
Studies of the University of Bonn. His major interests are in Gender and 
Queer Studies in Early Modern and Modern Japan, and intermediality 
between literature, theatre, film, and other visual arts. 
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(6) Jessica Bauwens-Sugimoto completed her PhD at Osaka 
University in 2007, and since 2014 she has been a faculty member at 
Ryukoku University, Faculty of International Studies, Department of 
Intercultural Communication, Arts & Media Course. Her research 
interests include cultural studies, sociology, and gender studies. 
 
 
(7) Jaqueline Berndt is Professor of Japanese Language and Culture at 
Stockholm University. She holds a PhD from Humboldt University Berlin 
(1991). Working at Japanese universities for more than two decades, 
2009–2017 she served as Professor of Comics Theory at the Graduate 
School of Manga, Kyoto Seika University. In her research she focuses on 
manga studies as comics studies, art as discourse and institution in 
modern Japan, and media aesthetics. Her English-language publications 
include the co-edited volumes Reading Manga (2006) and Manga’s 
Cultural Crossroads (2013) as well as the monograph Manga: Medium, 
Art and Material (2015). 
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Visual Culture at the Department of Arts and Cultural Studies, 
University of Copenhagen. She holds a PhD from the University of 
Copenhagen (2000). Her research area includes Japanese contemporary 
art and visual culture with a special focus on performance, national 
identity and gender, and the modern reception of Japanese art in the 
Nordic region, especially Japonisme. Gunhild is the co-founder and 
manager of ROCA (Robot Culture and Aesthetics), a cross-disciplinary 
research network dedicated to robot culture and the co-editor of 
Performing Archives/Archives of Performances (Museum Tusculanum 
Press 2013). She has published in journals such as Performance Research, 
Copenhagen Journal of Asian Studies, and Bijutsu Forum. 
 

 
(9) Naomi Yabe Magnussen is Subject librarian Japanese studies, and 
Ane Husstad-Nedberg is Subject librarian Korean studies at the 
Humanities and Social Sciences Library of the University of Oslo Library. 


